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Manley Hopkins, and Max Beerbohm have given in
Oxford their attention to art rather than to politics,
economics, or moral thought, it might be considered that
Mr. F. L. Lucas's attack on Flaubert, who died a good
many years ago, and was after all a Frenchman, was not,
considering the time and place of its delivery, a matter of
critical necessity.

Not long before the date of this attack on Flaubert
there moved in our midst an author who was devoting
without disguise all his time to artistic activities and
nothing else. This, again, was Henry James, and shortly
before his death he received a still more thorough castiga-
tion at the hands of an eminent social thinker and the
author of many popular novels, who felt himself called
upon to denounce his works and ways in a book
which was entitled Boon. Henry James did not, as he
intimated to his castigator, find that he enjoyed being
held up to reprobation as a ridiculous and vapid person,
and, to use his own words, as an ' extraordinarily futile
and void writer/ Mr. Wells wrote in reply that he had
indeed assailed his old friend with harsh antagonism ; but
he had done so, he said, from a sense of duty, since he
regarded him as a public menace, whose views of literature
were carrying everything before them, and exerting an
altogether pernicious influence on the youth of the age.
The ' poor, lonely, and independent old artist-man/ as
Henry Jamss elsewhere described himself, replied some-
what tartly that he was not in the least conscious of
being, or of having ever been, such a public menace ; that
no youth eager to be perverted by him had ever come his
way. He had indeed, as he wrote more than once,
completely failed to make out that his experiments in
form, or his interest in the exquisite problems of composi-
tion, had succeeded in making any sort of effect on any
sort of person; and that no hint of critical appreciation
of his success or failure had ever reached him from what-
ever source. His general sense was, he said, that of